sirable that whoever is president of the association should inaugurate each year of his office with an address dealing with such matters of interest (whether already dealt with during the preceding session, or now under consideration, or simply in prospect), as seem to him suitable for the occasion or specially noteworthy.
On the whole I think we may look back upon the last session with considerable satisfaction.
At most of our meetings we have had papers and discussions of much interest and value on subjects which are specially suitable for consideration by The Hospitals Association. Our meetings have been held largely at metropolitan hospitals, with the sanction of the authorities of these hospitals, and under the presidency either of one of the governors or of some member of the professional staff. And, as will be seen by the list of our proposed members, the council has been greatly strengthened bj the addition to it of several of the treasurers of our large hospitals, and of other gentlemen who are interested in the medical welfare of the sick poor.
Of the important group of papers contributed during the last two sessions by Mr. Burdett Coutts, Mr. Nelson Hardy, Dr. Gilbart Smith, and Sir Sydney Waterlow on the difficult subject of raising adequate funds for the maintenance of our subscription hospitals, I do not propose to speak at any length. The papers may all be taken as the expression of the well-considered views of able men, who are entitled from long experience to hold opinions on the subject on which they have written. But Bristowe, stated that his work in connection with the Association throughout the year had been entirely pleasant, as it had lived down the attacks made upon it, and its position as an association of great public utility was now assured.
